Atypical skeletal tuberculosis mimicking tumor metastases: report of a case.
Skeletal tuberculosis (TB) generally involves the spine and large joints. Involvement of most other bones has been reported, but tuberculosis of the pubic symphysis is relatively unusual. This paper reports an unusual case of multiple bone lesions in the right symphysis, left sacroiliac joint and left elbow. The radiologic appearance simulated widespread metastatic disease or chondrosarcoma, but the diagnosis of tuberculosis was proven by biopsy and culture. Eight months after starting antituberculous treatment, the patient experienced an improvement in pain and limping gait, and felt well. Radiography of the pelvis also showed improvement. It is proposed that antituberculous therapy in such cases should be maintained for at least 1 year.